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Eric Kraft’s “Little Follies” bri er into one book eight of the
fggwolsc gmllll;? Krzli.f{t pubtl}i‘shed in single paperback volumes in the early
\ ing li Long Island i “the Clam

Ca ri}lal of Amengca.'sa e . 7 of Balbingtan, “the
ese eight, along with a new story™titled “The Young Tars,” are
ir:I.'atl'Arated by Peter Leroy, a boiy who like David Copperfield stands at the
crsection of an assortment of quirky, colorful characters, and holds

log“eu.)er' a loose and episodic plot.
. Within a family,” writes Kralt/Leroy gt the slart of the opening story,
Some events that an outsider might cfnsider important are allowed to
pué;:isa]almost unnoticed and are soon fargotten; yet others, which seem
to the world at large, may be el to positians of such eminence
{

~

that they acquire the status of milestones ™

Mr. Beaker next door, an ad writer for the Babbigton Clan Council, has
quit his job and put an ad in the local paper “Lovely young wotnan i
unfortunate circumstances wishes to correspond with lonely mian,” and
signed it “Mary Strong.”

Among those responding is Eliza Foote, a tviust at a local nsirance

agency. who signs the name of one of the firm's managers. Jack Simpson,

The salacious correspondence between these two makes up the bulk of
Leroy’s lirst adventure-observation, and ends. as the reader feels it should,
with a meeting, unmasking of identities and eventual courtship -- the
couple's true names, genders and intentions properly in place.

Krafl is a spirited writer, and these nine stones, of w%ich the tunniest 1s
called *Do Clams Bite?,” are entertainment of an old-fashioned kind: broad
and whimsically awry, with a humor untinged by cynicism or irony or
anything that might be labeled Serious Intent.

Readers of Kraft's earlier book “Herb’'n’Lorna” have already met Peter's
maternal grandparents, and much of the action of “Little Follies™ tukes
p{ace]pround their house on No Bridge Road, where Peter and his parents
also live.

A second volume of Peter Leroy’s “*Personal History” will appear in the
fall, bringing together all the episodes (so far) in this appealing, funny
senal novel - a history that may, by all indications, never move very far
past Peter Leroy’s childhood — which should suit Enc Kraft's many
established and growing coterie of new readers just finc.

(David Walton is a Pithbu:Fh short-story wniter and a part-time English
teacher at the University ot Pittsburgh.) )



